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The Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Green recovery 

Submission from Pesticide Free Scotland 

What are the key barriers to delivering a green recovery (within your sector and / or 
community)? 

Use of pesticides and the lack of pollinator friendly habitats within agricultural and urban 
landscapes is a key barrier to delivering a green recovery. For example, Stirling Council 
spends almost £1m cutting the majority of its grasslands 14 times a year and spraying 
pesticides including nearly 700 litres of herbicide1. 

Nature has been a source of great comfort and happiness to many people during lockdown. 
With far more people unable to work, or working from home, many have been inspired to 
explore nature in their neighbourhood as they refocus on their immediate surroundings. 
Contact with nature has been proven to make us happier, healthier, more connected to each 
other, more energised, with an increased sense of meaning and purpose, as well as making 
tasks seem more manageable.2;3;4 Lots of people have been taking advantage of their daily 
exercise allowance to venture into their local nature reserves, gardens and walking trails.  

Of the many lessons to be learned from the COVID-19 pandemic, the need to heed expert 
warnings and prepare for devastating outcomes is near the top. It is a lesson we ignore at 
our peril when it comes to the cascade of consequences that climate change and the 
devastating loss of biodiversity will bring:  

• Scientists believe that humanity’s destruction of biodiversity created the conditions for 
new viruses and diseases such as COVID-19 to arise.5  

• A major UN Report finds that around 1 million animal and plant species are now 
threatened with extinction, many within decades.6  

• The dramatic rates of decline of insects may lead to the extinction of 40% of the 
world's species over the next few decades.7  

• The EU states that “evidence suggests that land-use factors, including the use of 
pesticides and fertilisers, have had the greatest impact on pollinator numbers and 

                                            
1 FOI Request to Stirling Council – available on request  
2 Coronavirus lockdown: Can nature help improve our mood? bbc.co.uk/news/health-52479763 
3 Bratman, Gregory N., et al. "Nature and mental health: An ecosystem service perspective." Science 
advances 5.7 (2019): eaax0903. 
4 Richardson, Miles, et al. "30 days wild: Development and evaluation of a large-scale nature engagement 
campaign to improve well-being." PloS one 11.2 (2016): e0149777 
5 theguardian.com/environment/2020/mar/18/tip-of-the-iceberg-is-our-destruction-of-nature-responsible-for-
covid-19-aoe 
6 Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) Nature’s 
Dangerous Decline ‘Unprecedented’; Species Extinction Rates ‘Accelerating’  
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-
report/#:~:text=The%20Report%20finds%20that%20around,20%25%2C%20mostly%20since%201900. 
7 Sánchez-Bayo, Francisco, and Kris AG Wyckhuys. "Worldwide decline of the entomofauna: A review of its 
drivers." Biological conservation 232 (2019): 8-27.  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320718313636 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/#:~:text=The%20Report%20finds%20that%20around,20%25%2C%20mostly%20since%201900.
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/#:~:text=The%20Report%20finds%20that%20around,20%25%2C%20mostly%20since%201900.
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320718313636
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diversity by leading to the loss of food and nesting resources through habitat loss, 
deterioration and fragmentation.8  

The decline of insects as a result of human activities shows no sign of plateauing. This is 
important considering 80% of European crops and 84% of wildflowers rely on insect 
pollination.9;10 Scientists have described the findings of insect decline as a “catastrophic 
collapse of nature’s ecosystems”11, "alarming" and are calling for a "paradigm shift" and 
“transformative change” in land-use policy to preserve habitat for insects.12;13  

In addition, there are possible major health impacts14. Studies have shown that children are 
more susceptible to harms caused by glyphosate15. Exposure at key points in their 
development can cause permanent damage. It’s worth noting that B&Q16, Dobbies17, 
Waitrose and others have stopped selling glyphosate due to the links to cancer. Worker 
Unions such as GMB18 and UNITE19 have also called for glyphosate to be banned due to 
health reasons.  

The public want it also, recent polls show:  

• 68% of the public want their schools, parks, playgrounds and other open spaces in 
their local area to be pesticide-free.20  

• There is huge public support for putting nature at the heart of Coronavirus recovery 
plans.21 

                                            
8 Sánchez-Bayo, Francisco, and Kris AG Wyckhuys. "Worldwide decline of the entomofauna: A review of its 
drivers." Biological conservation 232 (2019): 8-27.  
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320718313636 
9 EU Pollinator Initiative https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/eu_pollinator_initiative_-
_position.pdf 
10 Pollinator Strategy for Scotland 2017 – 2027 - https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2018-
04/Pollinator%20Strategy%20for%20Scotland%202017-2027.pdf 
11 theguardian.com/environment/2019/feb/10/plummeting-insect-numbers-threaten-collapse-of-nature 
12 BBC (Oct 2019) 'Alarming' loss of insects and spiders recorded bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-
50226367 
13 Intergovernmental Science-Policy Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES) Nature’s 
Dangerous Decline ‘Unprecedented’; Species Extinction Rates ‘Accelerating’  
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-
report/#:~:text=The%20Report%20finds%20that%20around,20%25%2C%20mostly%20since%201900. 
14 Pesticide Action Network https://www.pan-uk.org/health-effects-of-
pesticides/#:~:text=Long%20term%20pesticide%20exposure%20has,leukaemia%20and%20non%2DHodgkin'
s%20lymphoma. 
15 Environmental Working Group  
https://www.ewg.org/news-and-analysis/2020/08/ewg-news-roundup-86-national-pesticide-law-reform-attacks-
childrens 
16dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8349041/B-Q-stop-selling-weedkiller-Roundup-cancer-link-discovered-US.html 
17https://www.hortweek.com/dobbies-garden-centres-drop-glyphosate/retail/article/1663176 
18 https://gmb.org.uk/sites/default/files/HS_Glyphosate.pdf 
19 https://www.farminguk.com/news/uk-farm-groups-express-concern-following-us-glyphosate-court-
case_50036.html 
20 Polling commissioned by PAN UK and SumOfUs and conducted by GQR Research, September 2017,  
https://gqrr.app.box.com/s/0ddbifc853j9k1t1sbjvuc1crvxw8zbc 
21 https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/media-centre/press-releases/nature-and-a-green-
recovery-from-covid-19/ 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0006320718313636
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/eu_pollinator_initiative_-_position.pdf
https://www.iucn.org/sites/dev/files/content/documents/eu_pollinator_initiative_-_position.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2018-04/Pollinator%20Strategy%20for%20Scotland%202017-2027.pdf
https://www.nature.scot/sites/default/files/2018-04/Pollinator%20Strategy%20for%20Scotland%202017-2027.pdf
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/#:~:text=The%20Report%20finds%20that%20around,20%25%2C%20mostly%20since%201900.
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2019/05/nature-decline-unprecedented-report/#:~:text=The%20Report%20finds%20that%20around,20%25%2C%20mostly%20since%201900.
https://www.pan-uk.org/health-effects-of-pesticides/#:~:text=Long%20term%20pesticide%20exposure%20has,leukaemia%20and%20non%2DHodgkin's%20lymphoma.
https://www.pan-uk.org/health-effects-of-pesticides/#:~:text=Long%20term%20pesticide%20exposure%20has,leukaemia%20and%20non%2DHodgkin's%20lymphoma.
https://www.pan-uk.org/health-effects-of-pesticides/#:~:text=Long%20term%20pesticide%20exposure%20has,leukaemia%20and%20non%2DHodgkin's%20lymphoma.
https://www.ewg.org/news-and-analysis/2020/08/ewg-news-roundup-86-national-pesticide-law-reform-attacks-childrens
https://www.ewg.org/news-and-analysis/2020/08/ewg-news-roundup-86-national-pesticide-law-reform-attacks-childrens
https://www.hortweek.com/dobbies-garden-centres-drop-glyphosate/retail/article/1663176
https://gmb.org.uk/sites/default/files/HS_Glyphosate.pdf
https://www.farminguk.com/news/uk-farm-groups-express-concern-following-us-glyphosate-court-case_50036.html
https://www.farminguk.com/news/uk-farm-groups-express-concern-following-us-glyphosate-court-case_50036.html
https://gqrr.app.box.com/s/0ddbifc853j9k1t1sbjvuc1crvxw8zbc
https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/media-centre/press-releases/nature-and-a-green-recovery-from-covid-19/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/media-centre/press-releases/nature-and-a-green-recovery-from-covid-19/
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• 76% of people support that natures restoration should contribute to economic 
recovery in the UK.22 

• 91% of the public have said they don’t want things to go back to how they were after 
Covid-19.23 

• Over 1,500 people signed a petition to ask Stirling Council to manage grassland and 
green spaces throughout Stirling in a way that protects and develops local biodiversity, 
in particular wildflowers. Delaying the first cut of the season would allow the spring 
flowers to bloom and feed pollinators emerging from hibernation. Cuckoo flower, 
buttercups, daisies, dandelions, speedwell and wild violets are just a few of the early 
flowering species that offer a lifeline to a whole range of insects. They are also asking 
the council to adopt a cut-and-collect method of management in which grass clippings 
are collected rather than left to rot down and return nutrients to the soil which in turn 
promotes vigorous grass growth. 

There are also legal arguments alongside moral arguments and our own self-interest, these 
include the 

• Nature Conservation (Scotland) Act 2004 section 1 

• Sustainable Use of Pesticides Directive (SUD) (2009/128/EC)24 which states ‘… public 
parks and gardens, sports and recreation grounds, school grounds and children’s 
playgrounds, and in the close vicinity of healthcare facilities, the risks from exposure 
to pesticides are high. In these areas, the use of pesticides should be minimised 
or prohibited.” and includes Integrated Pest Management (IPM), in which 
“Sustainable biological, physical and other non-chemical methods must be 
preferred to chemical methods”. ”25. When glyphosate was relicensed in the EU 
recently they stated that Member States should “Minimise the use in public spaces, 
such as parks, public playgrounds and gardens.”26. 

• Scottish Government ‘Pollinator Strategy for Scotland 2017 – 2027’ also highlights the 
SUD, supports the use and development of pollinator-friendly pest control measures 
in urban areas and encourages local authorities to apply the principles of Integrated 
Pest Management in ground maintenance and management.  

Resolute action is needed to halt the decline of pollinators and the pollination service they 
provide. Scottish Government and Scottish public bodies must not shy away from addressing 
the real drivers and pressures behind pollinator decline. Ending pesticide use (herbicides, 
insecticides, fungicides etc.) and making their land management more pollinator friendly are 
keyways in which public bodies can contribute to halting the declines in pollinators and 
promote the health of their citizens. There is no time to procrastinate on this issue. There is 
simply too much at stake. 

                                            
22 https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/media-centre/press-releases/nature-and-a-green-
recovery-from-covid-19/ 
23  Will COVID-19 fiscal recovery packages accelerate or retard progress on climate change? Hepburn C et al, 
4th May 2020. Oxford Uni   
24 EU Sustainable Use of Pesticide Directive https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32009L0128 
25 https://www.iarc.fr/featured-news/media-centre-iarc-news-glyphosate/ 
26 European Commission – Some Facts About Glyphosate 
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/glyphosate_en 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/media-centre/press-releases/nature-and-a-green-recovery-from-covid-19/
https://www.rspb.org.uk/about-the-rspb/about-us/media-centre/press-releases/nature-and-a-green-recovery-from-covid-19/
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32009L0128
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32009L0128
https://www.iarc.fr/featured-news/media-centre-iarc-news-glyphosate/
https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/pesticides/glyphosate_en
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What key policies, actions and immediate priorities are needed to deliver a green 
recovery (within your sector and / or community)?  

To end this crisis, we must create transformational change, therefore we recommend the 
following: 

• End the use of herbicides and other pesticides across public bodies in Scotland (or at 
the very least, fully adopt IPM).    
 

• Require, and support, Councils and other key land managers to develop a strategy for 
delivering a three-year phase out of all herbicide use. 
 

• Establish a cross-Scotland stakeholder forum for councils and other land managers to 
come together to develop strategies, share knowledge and look at operational cost 
sharing for moving away from the use of herbicides.  
 

• Create legislation, similar to France that bans the use of pesticides by public bodies 
and for domestic use.   
 

• Run a public campaign providing information and encouragement to stop using 
herbicides and other pesticides in their own gardens and allotments. Any campaign to 
reduce pesticide use has only been successful if it was run alongside an awareness 
raising campaign.  
 

• Fully implement the Sustainable Use of Pesticide Directive (SUD) in Scotland 
including:  

 
o Scottish Pesticide National Action Plan aimed at setting quantitative objectives, 

targets, measures, timetables and make all records of pesticide use open 
access. This has been achieved in other European countries where they have 
reduced pesticide use by 50%.  
 

o Fully implement Integrated Pest Management (IPM) in agricultural use. It is vital 
that the opportunity to refocus new agricultural policies back on IPM practices, 
combined with modern machinery, is not wasted in the plans/desire for a Green 
Recovery. 
 

o Independent IPM training for farmers and public bodies. 
 

• Create an agricultural policy and investment/subsidy system that favours sustainable 
management of natural resources (including soil) and biodiversity recovery via 
promoting agro-ecological and regenerative agricultural practices. A Green Recovery 
brings with it huge potential to correct a flawed system.  
 

• Financially support farmers to reduce pesticide use; it will take some time to build up 
both resilience in the soil and beneficial arthropod populations. 
 

• Development and support of knowledge-exchange platforms and collaboration in 
regenerative agriculture with a focus on soil health and soil organic carbon content. 
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• Keep dynamic alignment with the EU regulation on pesticides. 
 

• Prohibit the sale of domestic pesticides or at least encourage the public to end the use 
of pesticides in their own gardens.  
 

• Consider substantial tax/levy on pesticides to discourage use with the revenue used 
to invest in delivering the Pollinator Strategy for Scotland 2017-2027. 
 

• Set up a nationwide scheme to measure levels of pesticides in soil and rivers. 
 

• Adopt a more wildlife-friendly grassland management regime on road verges and 
amenity grassland such as following Plantlife road verge guidelines as standard. The 
guidance provides practical, realistic and affordable examples of how to turn road 
verges into wildlife corridors.  
 

• Set up long-term insect monitoring schemes (both professional and citizen-science 
based) to assess the state of insect biomass in Scotland and to quantify long-term 
changes in populations in response to a green recovery. 

https://www.plantlife.org.uk/uk/our-work/publications/road-verge-management-guide

